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which the religious life drags after it. Madame her
mother kissed and caressed her, and offered her
every endearment calculated to win the heart of a
young Lady of her condition. All these offerings
failed to touch her; but the love that she felt for so
kind a mother rent her heartstrings when she
thought of parting from her.

But as she had a very high-spirited disposition, she
stoutly resisted her natural tenderness; and then
Our Lord put into her mouth such beautiful passages
of Scripture, and thoughts from the holy fathers,
touching the blessedness of the Religious life, and she
quoted them [140] with such fluency and eloquence,
that her parents and several persons of quality who
heard her were struck with surprise, and decided that
no further resistance must be made to the spirit that
makes eloquent the tongues of children.

Accordingly she was made to return to the Convent
of the Ursuline Mothers, where the Evil One, fore-
seeing the sanctity of this valiant subject, made a
furious attack upon her. He displayed to her in a
clear light ?11 the reasons that her father had adduced
to divert her from her purpose, effacing from her
memory all the rejoinders with which God had in-
spired her. He aroused all the tenderness felt by her
for a mother who was never tired of seeing or of lov-
ing her. The shock was so great and the darkness
so thick that, feeling her strength wavering, she
flung herself, as if she were a lost creature, into the
arms of the blessed Virgin, offering all the devotions
of which she could think, in order to win her heart and
obtain, by her mediation, deliverance from this
temptation. The thought of leaving her mother
forever frightened her; but at length the desire to


